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Ciao, mi chiamo Dora Di Capua. 

Sono una docente di italiano del liceo scientifico “Francesco Severi” e da settembre mi occuperò di te. 

Sono, infatti, la responsabile degli studenti stranieri che sono ospiti nel nostro liceo come borsisti di 

AFS/Intercultura. 

Tu, come gli altri ragazzi, avrai anche un’altra docente che si occuperà di te. Sarà una docente della classe dove 

studierai e che ti aiuterà a studiare l’italiano e le altre discipline e, soprattutto, ti aiuterà, insieme a me, ad 

inserirti nella scuola, a superare le difficoltà, e a trovare tanti amici, in modo che il tuo anno in Italia sarà bello e 

da ricordare. 

Io sono disponibile a darti tutto l’aiuto che chiederai. 

Da parte tua, mi aspetto impegno e voglia di imparare, come hanno fatto tanti ragazzi prima di te. 

Vedrai che ti troverai bene. 

Ti invio la descrizione del Liceo che frequenterai e alcune notizie sulla città di Castellammare di Stabia che, per 

un anno , diventerà la tua città. 

Il prossimo anno scolastico frequenterai il Liceo scientifico Francesco Severi che si trova a Castellammare di 

Stabia, in provincia di Napoli. 

Scrivimi pure, se vuoi e chiedimi quello che vuoi. In questo modo cominceremo a conoscerci. 

Ti aspetto 

Ciao 

Prof. Dora Di Capua 

 



 

 

Hello, my name is Dora Di Capua. 

I’m an Italian teacher at Liceo scientifico Francesco Severi (your high school) and I’ll take care of you from 

September on. 

I am the tutor of all the AFS/Intercultura exchange students that will be hosted in our high school. 

You and the other students will also have another teacher who takes care of you. He/she will be a teacher from 

your new class. That teacher will help you to learn Italian and other subjects and, above all, we will do our best 

to make you feel comfortable at school, to solve your problems, to find friends so that your year in Italy will be 

amazing and unforgettable. 

I’m available to help you whenever you need. 

I expect you to be willing to learn new things and work hard as many exchange students did in the past. 

You’ll like it here. 

Here below you find the description of the high school you will attend and some information about 

Castellammare di Stabia, your hosting city for the next year. 

Next year you will go to Liceo ‘Francesco Severi’ (your high school), located in Castellammare di Stabia, near 

Naples. 

If you want to ask me something else, you can write me back. In this way we’ll start to get to know each other. 

I’m waiting for you. 

 

 

Teacher: Dora Di Capua 



 

  

BENVENUTO/A al Liceo scientifico Francesco Severi! 

 

Siamo felici di incontrarti e accoglierti nella nostra comunità. 

 

Sappiamo che parli ancora poco la nostra lingua; a volte non ci capiremo subito e potrà essere anche difficile 

comunicare, ma questo non ci deve spaventare. 

Col tempo impareremo a comprenderci e a conoscerci sempre meglio. 

Noi abbiamo fiducia in te e ci impegniamo a farti sentire subito partecipe della vita della classe: pian piano 

troveremo insieme le parole per sapere qualcosa di più di noi e scambiarci esperienze, emozioni e conoscenze. 

Giorno per giorno, imparerai cose nuove ed interessanti nei diversi momenti di studio e avrai tante soddisfazioni 

nelle ore che passi insieme con noi. 

Siamo certi che INSIEME potremo fare un bel cammino, che ci porterà a crescere e diventare persone migliori! 

Buon inizio e… 

tutti insieme Buon Lavoro! 

 

Il Dirigente Scolastico,  

i tuoi insegnanti e i tuoi compagni 
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Welcome 
 

Welcome to the ___Liceo Francesco Severi 

We are happy to meet you and also to receive you in our community. 

 

We know that you don't speak very well our language and for this reason sometimes we may not understand 

each other and it may be difficult for us to communicate, but this shouldn't scare us. 

Time will help us to better know and understand each other better. 

 

We trust in you and so we'll do everything we can to make you feel part of your class as fast as possible: little by 

little, together we will find the way to know more things about us and to exchange experiences, emotions and 

knowledge. 

Day by day you will learn new and interesting things during your studies and you will be satisfied with the time 

that you'll spend with us. 

We are sure that TOGETHER will find the right way, which will help us to grow and become better persons. 

Good start and... 

Good work to all of us 

 

Your principal, 

Your teachers and classmates 
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Di seguito alcune informazioni sull’Italia, la Campania, Castellammare di Stabia, e la scuola che vi 

accoglieranno per il vostro anno in Italia. Sarebbe utile per voi utilizzare queste informazioni per cominciare a 

entrare in contatto con la comunità in cui vivrete per tanti mesi. 

Next, some information about Italy, Campania region, Castellammare di Stabia, and the school hosting you 

during your year in Italy. 

It would be useful for you to use this information to begin to get in touch with the community where you will 

live during next months. 
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ITALY 

 

Geography and Territory 

Italy's national territory covers a total of 301,333 square kilometres. Its only land border consists of the Alpine arc 

that stretches from the Varo river (beginning in Nice) and the Vrata Pass (at Fiume) and, along this arc Italy 

borders France to the west, Switzerland and Austria to the north, and Slovenia to the east. 

A peninsula extending into the Mediterranean, Italy is surrounded by the Ligurian, Tyrhennian Sea, Ionian and 
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Adriatic Seas and its national territory includes a series of islands: Sicily and Sardinia, as well as numerous minor 

archipelagos.  

The Italian peninsula has a great variety of climates, from the alpine climate of the North to sub-continental 

climate of the Centre and South with hot summers and mild winters. 

The country is divided into twenty administrative Regions, five of which have special autonomous status (Valle 

d'Aosta, Trentino-Alto Adige, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Sicily and Sardinia). 

Italy is commonly considered as being made up of three segments: Northern Italy (Piedmont, Valle d'Aosta, 

Lombardy, Trentino-Alto Adige, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Liguria and Emilia Romagna); Central Italy 

(Tuscany, Umbria, Latium, the Marches, The Abruzzi, Molise and Sardinia); and Southern Italy (Campania, 

Apulia, Basilicata, Calabria and Sicily). 

The Institutions of the Italian Republic 

 
 

Italy is a parliamentary republic with a perfect bicameral system. The President of the Republic is the Head of 

State and represents national unity”. Presiding over the Government is the Prime Minister, who is the Head of 

Government. The Prime Minister is appointed and then presents himself before the Parliament in order to obtain 

its vote of confidence. Save for the premature dissolution of the Houses (prerogative of the President of the 

Republic) each legislature lasts five years. The electoral system is a majority one with a 25% proportional quota. 

The Founding Principles of the Italian 

Constitution  
Italy is a democratic republic founded on labour. The people have sovereignty and exercise it in the forms and 

within the limits prescribed in the Constitution; the republic recognises and guarantees the inalienable human 

rights and equal social dignity of citizens, without discrimination with regard to gender, race, language, religion, 
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political opinion, personal or social conditions. The republic is one and indivisible and recognises and promotes 

local autonomies; the State and Catholic Church are independent and sovereign each according to its own laws, 

and their relations are regulated by the Lateran Pacts.  

All religions are equally free before the law. Italian law conforms to the rules of generally recognised international 

law. 

The Parliament 
The Parliament is composed of two Houses: the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. There are 630 Deputies and 

315 Senators. Anyone who has been President of the Republic has a right to be appointed “Senator for Life”. The 

Parliament has legislative power, and the President of the Republic promulgates laws within one month of their 

being passed. The Parliament delegates the issuance of decrees to the government and these have the value of 

regular laws. In extraordinarily urgent cases the government, on its own responsibility, adopts decree laws that 

become immediately effective but which must be converted into law within 60 days by the Chamber and Senate or 

expire. 

The President of the Republic 
The Head of State was elected by the Parliament in joint session and holds the position for 7 years. Participating 

in the elections are three delegates for each region (The Valle d'Aosta has only one). The election takes place by 

secret ballot and requires a two-thirds majority; after a third ballot an absolute majority is sufficient. Any citizen 

over the age of 50 can be elected President of the Republic. If the Head of State is unable to perform his duties, the 

President of the Senate steps in. The President of the Republic is the Head of State whose duties include: calling 

for new Parliamentary elections, promulgating laws, commanding the armed forces, presiding over the Supreme 

Defence Council, declaring the state of war deliberated by the Houses of Parliament, presiding over the High 

Council of the Magistrature, granting clemency and commuting sentences, appointing the Prime Minister and, 

upon the recommendation of this latter, the other Ministers. No act of the President of the Republic is valid in the 

absence of the counter-signature of the proposing Ministers, who assume responsibility for it. 

The Government 
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The government is the expression of the Parliamentary majority, i.e. the coalition of parties that have obtained the 

greatest number of seats in Parliament. The President of the Republic appoints the Prime Minister and proposed 

Ministers. The Council of Ministers is a self-contained collegial body. Its Ministers are individually responsible for 

the acts of their Ministries and jointly responsible for those deliberated by the Council of Ministers. The Prime 

Minister and the other Ministers take an oath before the President of the Republic before undertaking their 

duties. The government must have the confidence of both Houses and each House gives or revokes its consent 

through motions, which are argued and then submitted to roll call vote. The government can introduce its 

legislative bills to the Parliament. The Prime Minister can issue directives on specific matters or decrees. Each 

Minister has the power to sign ministerial decrees within the context of his/her specific authority. 

Flag and Anthem 

 
 

The Tri-coloured standard 
The Italian flag was created in Reggio Emilia on 7 January 1797 when, on the proposal of Deputy Giuseppe 

Compagnoni, the Parliament of the Cispadana Republic decreed universal use of the tri-coloured Cisalpina flag 

(white, green and red, the revolutionary and Napoleonic colours, also associated over the centuries with many 

local northern governments). Shortly afterward Napoleon completed his conquest of the peninsula and the many 

Jacobean republics that he left behind, although eliminated by the short-lived Austrian Restoration, gave decisive 

impetus to the flag being understood no longer as a dynastic or military standard but as a symbol of the people, of 

liberty achieved and, therefore, of the nation itself. And so, having been suppressed by the Vienna Congress, the 

Tricolour came back to wave over the movements of 1831 and after 1848, became the unequivocal symbol for the 

nation's redemption, accomplished before the first war of independence by Charles Albert of the House of Savoy 

(although alongside the Savoy family crest), and remaining in use up to the proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy 

on 14 March 1861. 
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The legislative definition of the national and State flag models dates back to 1925 (the State flag was to fly over 

the residences of sovereigns, parliamentary buildings, offices and diplomatic representations, adding the royal 

crown to the family crest). Finally, after the birth of the Republic, the presidential legislative decree of 19 June 

1946 established a provisory design for the new flag, which was approved by the Constituent Assembly in a 

session of 24 March 1947 and inserted into Article 12 of our Constitutional Charter, which reads: "The flag of the 

Republic is the Italian Tri-colour: green, white and red in vertical bands of equal size". 

Brothers of Italy 

The national anthem was written in the autumn of 1847 in Genova by Geoffredo Mameli and put to music shortly 

afterwards in Turin by Genovese musician Michele Novaro. The "Song of the Italians" (as it was originally called) 

was written on the eve of the war against Austria. The immediacy of its verses and its compelling melody made it 

a favorite song for unification, not only during the Risorgimento but for decades to come. It is no accident that 

Giuseppe Verdi, in his 1862 "National Anthems", chose the "Song of the Italians" - and not the Royal March - to 

symbolise our homeland, placing it on an egual footing with "God Save the Queen" and the "Marseillaise". It was, 

therefore, almost a natural consequence when, on 12 October 1946, Mameli's anthem became the national anthem 

of the Italian Republic. 
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Campania 

 

Territory and economy 

This southern region, washed by the Tyrhennian Sea, hosted the capital of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies up 

until the unification of Italy. The territory is 35% mountainous, 50% is hill country and the rest is flatland. The 

coastline consists of four large gulfs.  

The region's wealth of history and natural beauty make tourism an important economic activity there. The most 

common crops are olives, grapes, vegetables, fruit and cereals.  

Craftsmanship is of a good standard as is sheep breeding and fishing. Industry concentrates mainly on metal 

working, chemicals, shipbuilding, concrete, food products (baked goods and preserves) textiles, clothing and wood. 

Important aeronautics and aerospace technological centres have also developed in Naples and Caserta, cybernetics 

in Pozzuoli, and genetics, biophysics and biotechnology in Naples with the National Research Council.  

History 

The Greeks were the first to set up organised colonies in Campania. In the 6th century BC the Etruscans 

expanded as far south as Capua and the surrounding area. 

Its proximity to Rome and its beauty meant that the Campania "felix", as it was known in the Augustan era, 

became a favourite haunt of Roman emperors and patricians. With the fall of the Empire, the Middle Ages were 

characterised by the clashes between the Lombard Principality of Benevento and the Byzantine Duchy of Naples, 

while Amalfi became the first of the four Italian Marine Republics. From the 12th century, Campania followed the 

fortunes of the Kingdom of Sicily, Naples or the Two Sicilies - the name changed as time went on - until the 

Bourbon lands were annexed to the Kingdom of Sardinia after the expedition of the Corps of One Thousand led by 

Giuseppe Garibaldi in the 19th century.  

The rare beauty of its landscape, its artistic and cultural heritage and its cuisine and wines make Campania one 

of the most appreciated regions of Italy at home and abroad. Pizza, buffalo mozzarella and other cheeses, along 
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with sweets like the "pastiera" (traditional Easter cake) and "sfogliatelle" (ricotta-filled pastry) are some of the 

best loved local dishes.  

Crafts in the area include coral and mother of pearl jewellery, wood carving, painted ceramics and precious 

textiles, as well as the classic Neapolitan nativity scene, a tradition handed down through the generations in the 

workshops in Via San Gregorio Armeno. Among the favourite tourist stops is the Crypt of San Gennaro inside the 

Naples Cathedral, which houses phials of the Saint's congealed blood; the "miracle" by which the saint's blood 

turns to liquid takes place two or three times a year.  

Tourist Itineraries 

Naples - Metropolitan Naples covers the area from the hill of Capodimonte to the hill of Camaldoli, via Vomero, 

stretching out east and west. The historic centre consists of buildings constructed during the Mediaeval, 

Renaissance and Baroque periods.Thanks to its wealth of history, architecture, monuments and art, in 1995 the 

city became a UNESCO World Heritage Site. To get an idea of what the city offers you need only remember that it 

includes the Greco-Roman city, Mediaeval walls, doors, castles, historic buildings, two royal palaces, four vast 

parks (Villa Comunale, Parco Virgiliano, Parco di Capodimonte and Parco della Floridiana), religious buildings 

with highly interesting histories, monuments and art, a hermitage and a charterhouse, more than twenty 

museums and art galleries, monumental fountains, the seafront, four tourist ports, two islands and even a 

network of underground passages dating to the classical period that can be visited with the help of guides from the 

Napoli Sotterranea association. 

Vesuvius from Naples on the A3 motorway (Ercolano, Torre del Greco, Pompei exits) or by railway on the 

Circumvesuviana. Vesuvius is not the biggest volcano in the world, but it is certainly the most famous.Its eruption 

in 79 AD leaving Herculaneum, Pompeii and Stabia buried in ash made it part of the heritage of classical culture. 

It finally stopped puffing in 1944, putting an end to the most popular and typical image of Naples with the plume 

of black smoke rising above it. Today it is becoming an increasingly important tourist and environmental resource 

thanks also to the efforts of the Vesuvius National Park to protect its natural heritage. The volcano stands 1277 

metres above sea level: the road that winds up its slopes first reaches the Vesuvius Observatory (609m) and then a 

fork (831m) which is where the road to the so-called Valley of the Giants starts and leads up to a height of 1017m. 

From here you can walk up to the crater (around 20 minutes). The archaeological area around Vesuvius - which 

includes the beautiful Villa di Poppea in ancient Oplontis as well as Pompeii and Herculaneum - is truly unique.  

Pompei - is the most visited archaeological site in Europe and the illuminated multi-media evening tours have 

become a real journey into the past. As you walk through the streets of ancient Pompeii you are catapulted back in 

time to before the 24th of August 79 AD when the fury of Vesuvius buried the flourishing city.The itinerary starts 
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at the suburban baths outside Porta Marina, and winds though the maze of houses, vegetable patches, gardens, 

fountains, colonnades and alleyways facing onto Via Marina until you reach the Temple of Apollo. The visit lasts 

approximately one hour, and advance booking is obligatory. In addition to the ancient town, Pompeii is also known 

for the Basilica del Rosario, founded by Blessed Bartolo Longo and visited by four million pilgrims every year. 

Herculaneum - is less famous than nearby Pompeii, but as the excavations progress, and with the recent opening 

to the public of the Villa dei Papiri - one of the best-known sites in this area - it is once again becoming a great 

tourist destination.  

The Amalfi Coast and Sorrento - Stretching from Salerno to Castellammare is an unbroken chain of tourist 

spots famous the world over: Sorrento, Amalfi, Ravello and Positano are just some of the preferred destinations for 

millions of visitors every year.In addition to sandy beaches there are other natural attractions, such as enchanting 

rocky panoramas overlooking the sea and a wealth of art and history.  
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Castellammare di Stabia 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Castellammare di Stabia is situated in the southern province of Naples , in the area between the end of the 

Vesuvius area and the beginning of the Sorrento peninsula . 
 

Castellammare di Stabia is a pleasant, modern, busy city. It is one of the most important cities in Campania 

and yet it has preserved a human quality about it what immediately comforts and enthralls the visitor. Here, 

the Kings of Naples, used to spend their holidays (Villa Quisisana) throughout the centuries. And some of Italy's 

most famous and gloriuos ships, have been launched in its shipyards. 
 

The name comes from Castrum ad mare, or Castrum Maris or Castle, a fortress by the sea, with reference to the 

castle built During the Middle Ages, which extended around the city. Stabia,  according to tradition, derives 
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from the ancient name given to the place: Stabia or Stabiae (city founded by Hercules) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 

Stabiae is a land with an ancient hearth (Oscan, Samnite, Etruscan, Greek, Roman). Perhaps its name means 

"stop, pause, station": this would indeed mean that for thousands of years it has been acknowledged as a land of 

many delights. The Archaelogical Excavations (wich have brought to light imposing, elegant Roman villas) and 

Stabian Museum are evidence of the historical importance of the City, wich was buried, along with Herculaneum 

and Pompeii, by the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D 
 
Thanks to its particular position, Castellammare di Stabia is privileged by its unique climatic conditions: a 

combination of a temperate sea, woodland and mountain climate. In fact, the City is situated in the centre of 

the Gulf of Naples, at the foot of Mount Faito (1.100 m.), on the road leading to the Peninsula of Sorrento. The 

climate is the mild both in summer and winter.  Castellammare  di  Stabia  was  officially  definided  

"Metropolis  of  Waters,  Climates  and  Sea"  during  the  13th Congress of Hydrology, Climatology and Physical 

Therapy. 
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Your School  year 2012-2013 
 

Type of school Scientific /Linguistic Liceo 
 

 
 

School Name … Francesco Severi 

http://www.liceo-severi.it/ 
 

Address … Viale Libero d’Orsi 5. Castellammare di Stabia Naples –Italy 

 

Head teacher Marcella Sannoner 

 

Deputy Head teacher Carmen Matarazzo 

 

 

Contact for foreign students teacher Dora Di Capua 

Email  

doradicapua@gmail.com  
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